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Highgate News

MAKING PEACE WITH THE ENEMY AFTER 42 YEARS

had mixed feelings as the plane

touched down on the tarmac of
Tan Son Nhut Airport (Saigon) in
September 09. There still standing are
the US’s semi-circular concrete hangers!
I never thought I'd ever be back on this
tarmac. But here | am today back fin
country’.

My tourist book states “Communism is
still alive — but it’s not well” so | am very
keen to draw my own observations.

Saigon is still Saigon. The locals do NOT
refer to it as HCMC and | certainly felt
the same. | was surprised too! Those
filthy smelly streets are now clean and
modern. The scooter is the pride and
joy of the masses. It transports mum,
dad, three kids; a large load of furniture;
and/or six bound pigs in baskets. Where
did all the old vehicles and motor bikes
go that during the war belched smoke
and pollution? The car and bikes are all
new so they weren’t polluting the air.

Las Vegas in the making. Our taxi took
us down a new dual carriageway lined
with modern light poles (underground
power). It ran the entire coastal strip of
China Beach. Monstrous new resorts
and shopping centres are currently un-
der construction either side of the car-
riageway. Greg Norman’s new driving
range and golf course is already up and
running. Land titles are now available in
Vietnam. As I'd previously learnt, the
Viet government was introducing a Tor-
rens Title system under license from
DOLA in Perth. Real estate is being pro-
moted on the strip by the firm Savills
from Australia. Large billboards reveal
new apartments are now available for
sale. Now, Uncle Ho would certainly
not have liked that one either.

The Saigon Palace gates have been re-
paired and the delinquent tank responsi-
ble for the wanton damage has been
impounded in the compound. The pal-
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The red flags flutter everywhere and “ | ‘ |

Uncle Ho appears ‘alive’ on billboards.
But apart from that, | saw no armed
soldiers nor did | view officious looking
policemen as one would expect in a
communist State. In fact the people are
running amok with filthy capitalism — and
it's everywhere. The down-town shops
are in the throes of modernisation. It’s

Gucci, Versace, and ritzy modern hotels. |

To my amazement, still in the heart of
Saigon is the Rex Hotel. So | took my
partner to the fifth floor. Yeah! The roof
bar is still there and operating and the
band was still playing! It was a time
warp. Where did 42 years suddenly go?

After Saigon, my partner and | went to
Vung Tau in the south where in 1967 |
enjoyed a week’s R & R. Today it is a
modern holiday destination for the nou-
veau riche Vietnamese. Then we flew to
the communist heartland, Hanoi. New
hotels are springing up everywhere and
the colourful neon signs and billboards
promoting western goods are, shame-
fully, not something Uncle Ho would
have approved.

Da Nang, once a large US base on what
was the DMZ, is going through enor-
mous change. This is more like another

museumRichard and new found friends
children/grandchildren of
yesteryear’s foe? -

ace is now Independence Palace after
the freedom the people experienced
after the war — none. We found the war
very entertaining with its anti-US slant.
What you’'d expect from a side success-
ful with tunnels and terrorism.

So what was life like after the commos
took control in 1975? Ironically, | found
the answer in a book | purchased from a
street vendor, in of all places, Hanoi.
This book was banned by the commos
but nothing seems to be banned now.
The book “The Girl in the Picture” by
Denise Chong is worth a read. You will,
of course, remember the little girl who
ran naked from a napalm bombing. The
girl, Kim Phuc, was callously used by the

communist regime for propaganda until
she defected to Canada in the 1980s.
The commos were not impressed with
her slipping through the wire, | can tell
you. Apparently she has no desire to go
back. Strange!

As the book points out, after the glori-
ous victory of 1975 the country took a
backward leap. Over a million people
(including many commos) fled the evil
regime by boat. Those that didn’t flee
died in thousands in re-education camps,
and the same Hanoi victors that brought
‘liberty’ and a ‘glory’ plunged the entire
nation into ruin. Before the war’s end
only the people in the north were the
poor and undernourished. Suddenly the
entire country was unified - in political
corruption, brutal government thuggery
and starvation.

The wake-up call for Vietnam’s commu-
nist regime didn’t actually hit them until
the fall of the Berlin wall. Fortunately,
that spelt the end of the domino theory.
So, really all we had to do was to sit
back and wait for the evil we fought
against, to merely self-destruct! Isn’t
hindsight a wonderful thing?

| Today a young Vietnamese population

craves wealth and all the goods the
world can supply. | didn’t see any shacks
or humpies of old. What | did see were
good brick homes, renovation, and new
construction. That beautiful French ar-
chitecture is still prominent in every city
but many of the classic old mansions are
falling victim to the surge for new hotel
development.

Now here is another observation: Viet-
nam doesn’t have a radical Islamic prob-
lem! Strangely, the boat people head for
a land mass further south where they
are welcomed, assured citizenship, and
provided an income for life. Vietnam, on
the other hand, would appear to be
made up of determined entrepreneurs,
albeit predominantly Buddhist, with a
small percentage Catholic. So unlike Bali
(or anywhere in Indonesia) | felt Viet-
nam to be a very safe place. What a
turn-around!

The people are very friendly and som-

(Continued on page 5)
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laugh at the tourists wearing the commo
caps. | get the feeling, they’re over it.
They might fly the flag (to keep the
party happy) but they won’t put one of
those damn things on their own head.

We stayed in modern hotels for $40 per
night and meals and most restaurants
are about $8. So it’s a cheap holiday.
Near Da Nang is the town of Hoi An in
which one can buy very inexpensive
tailor-made clothing and shoes. | did
some credit card damage there.

Vietnam is still a place where you don’t
drink the water (or clean your teeth in
it). Bottled water is plentiful though.

Don’t eat salad (or fruit unless it has
been peeled) or you may be searching
for either a western toilet or a hole in
the floor. Other than that, | believe Viet-
nam is bound to become the new holi-
day destination for Australians in the
next few years. It’s changing so fast and
for the better. After this trip | now hold
the country very dear to my heart. Book
me in for another tour!

Richard Adams
I* tour May 1967
2" tour; September 2009

Continued from Page |
Guest Speaker -
Comments by Tim Harrison.

. A respected Theologian holding
views which challenge the more
conservative and fundamentalist
beliefs.

. Driving force in the multi-million
dollar restoration of the St
George’s Cathedral and Com-
plex.

. Committed to establishing the
Cathedral as National and Inter-
national Centre of Excellence in
Music and Religious Education.

. Promotes the Cathedral as being
an integral element of the Perth
City Community.

(Continued from page 2)
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL

REPORT (Continued)

Membership and the Way Ahead.
Our Membership is in slow decline.
We have been able to attract a few
new members to our cause but we
really need an infusion of new younger
members. A way to increase our
Membership is to have more Affiliates.
Affiliates can be sons, daughters, po-
lice, fire services etc or others in the
community who support the ideals of
the RSL. Several members have ap-
proached me with the view of some of
their families becoming members but
sadly not one as yet. Martyn Thomp-
son has been trying to recruit new
members and we have recently added
two through Martyn’s endeavours.

Luncheons and Sub-Branch High-
gate will be forced to make some deci-
sions on the future of the luncheons
and certainly on the future of the Sub-
Branch, maybe in the next few
months, but certainly by this time next
year.

It is difficult to operate when
there are no new members available
for duties with HAG, Sub-Wardens
and the Committee. The Committee
has three major vacancies SVP, JVP
and Secretary.

The traditions, values and
philosophies of Highgate are at risk.
Attracting new younger members of
the Sub-Branch onto the committee
over the next couple of years is a
must; the salary and working condi-
tions are excellent and you get to
work with your colleagues

Thank you ....lan Mulholland
(The vacancies of Junior Vice President
and Secretary have since been filled)

(Continued from page 3)

Martyn Thompson (continued)
Honorary Aide-de-camp to the State
Governor, a position he held for 17 /2
years. During this time he had the
privilege of serving several State Gov-
ernors. Other appointments included
5 years as State Secretary of Reserve
Employer Communications.

Anticipating major changes in the

timber industry Martyn moved into
management in the Hardware industry
and later spent 20 very happy years
working in Residential Real Estate before
retiring 5 years ago. On the home front
Martyn and Jill have two sons one living
in London, the other in Sydney and
three young grandchildren.
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KIM BEASLEY

OCTOBER GUEST SPEAKER AND
PRESIDENT
IAN MULHOLLAND

The members who were fortunate

enough to be at our last luncheon were
enthralled by the address given by Kim.
His topic was wide ranging, and consid-
ering the time restraints, detailed. He
dealt with defence equipment; he gave us
a brief history of some of the facts of the
war in the Pacific which he liberally laced
with statistics, many of which it would
seem, from later comment, were new to
the majority of those present and he
touched on the wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq. He also gave us a brief insight into
the responsibilities, as he saw them, of
the Ambassador to the United States of
America an appointment for which he
said he was deeply honoured. And, dur-
ing questions, when challenged on the
fact that he had not referred to the war
in Europe and North Africa; he apolo-
gised and gave his views in a concise
form and again sprinkled with statistics.

A most polished presentation
from a consummate politician who has
an impressive knowledge and under-
standing of world affairs.




Highgate News Page 6

MONTHLY LUNCHEONS

embers who attended the October providing an estimated number we were

luncheon will be aware that it was invariably required to pay for lunches which

found necessary to provide extra were not consumed and these costs had to be

seating. This was due to the pres- apportioned over those who attended, or the
ence of some (a very small number) who had portions served were inadequate and extra seat-
not advised that they would be joining us. ing had to be organised at the last moment.

For a few months now we have asked that mem- For the next luncheon please let Bob Arnold

bers advise their planned attendance and this know of your intentions by midday Wednesday I |
has been requested in each copy of the newslet- November.
ter. His contact details are,

email: arnold@wn.com.au or Telephone: 9448
The Committee in its endeavours to keep costs 2757.
down found it essential to introduce this prac-
tice because by advising the ANZAC House ca- Should you prefer to be on a list of those who
tering staff of the precise numbers, the costs to usually attend and only need to advise non at-
the Sub-Branch are predetermined. Whereas by tendance please let Bob know.

ARMY MUSEUM, 68

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA V2>’

and
The Defence Heritage Committee of the National Trust of Australia (WA) proudly presents:

“Talbot Hobbs in Conversation with CEW Bean 1919”

Lieutenant General Sir John Joseph Talbot Hobbs (1864-1938) is recognised as Australia’s finest soldier archi-
tect. Charles Edwin Woodrow Bean (1879-1968) was selected by the Australian Journalist’s Association as the
official war correspondent to the AIF in 1914. He was the general editor of the Australian Official History of

the 1914-1918 war.

The presentation will be held on Saturday 7 November 2009
At Artillery Barracks, Burt Street, Fremantle
Commencing at 2pm

Places are strictly limited, so bookings are essential
Phone 9430 2535 or info@armymuseumwa.com.au

The cost is $15.00 per person which includes admission to the Museum and afternoon tea.
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